
OLVER STATEMENT REGARDING 36TH EARTH DAY: WE NEED TO FIGHT TO ACHIEVE ENERGY INDEPENDENCE AND PROTECT CLEAN AIR AND CLEAN WATER

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) issued the following statement in recognition of the 36th Earth Day, which is April 22.

   On April 22, 1970, the first Earth Day, 25 million Americans joined together to demand a safer, cleaner and healthier world. The impact of that first Earth Day was astonishing. In rapid succession, and with large, bipartisan majorities, Congress passed the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Endangered Species Act and the Superfund Act.

  Thirty-six years later, our air is cleaner, our drinking water is safer, our rivers no longer catch fire, and the bald eagle is no longer endangered. And yet these key bipartisan achievements of the 1970s are now under attack.

   Unfortunately, over the past five years, the Bush Administration has been putting corporate special interests before the American people. Working with the Republican-controlled Congress, the Administration has tried to roll back the landmark, bipartisan legislative victories that protect our air, water and land and keep our families healthy.

    In addition, over the past five years, the Administration has been pursuing a 19th century energy policy, focusing on fossil fuels rather than the 21st century energy policy that we need. This 19th century energy policy has enormous implications for the environment, resulting in further environmental degradation. Over the last five years, the dependence of the U.S. on oil imported from other countries, including countries in unstable parts of the world, has grown rather than been reduced. In 2000, we were importing 53 percent of our oil ‚ now we're importing 60 percent.

   I am working with others in Congress to implement a plan that could help the United States achieve energy independence by 2020. Our plan calls for significantly increasing production of alternate fuels from America including bio-fuels, geothermal, fuel cells, solar and wind; promoting hybrid and flex fuel vehicle technology and manufacturing; and enhancing energy efficiency and conservation incentives. With the American can-do spirit and technological know-how, we can work together to revolutionize our sources of energy.

     Since it was enacted in 1972, the Clean Water Act has significantly improved the water quality of our streams, lakes, estuaries, and coastal waters. But there is more work to be done. The EPA estimates that approximately 45 percent of assessed waters nationwide are not safe for swimming, fishing or as a drinking water source. Unfortunately, at a time when American children still face serious health risks from dirty water, the Bush Administration has slashed funding for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund, a program that helps communities restore the health and safety of America's water bodies.

   Like the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act has provided critical protections for Americans' health.  Since the passage of the Clean Air Act in 1970, annual emissions of key air pollutants have declined by more than 50 percent. And yet much more needs to be done. Hundreds of thousands of Americans still suffer each year from asthma attacks, cardiac problems, and respiratory problems caused by dirty air. Unfortunately, the Bush Administration is undermining the act by pushing policies that allow their industry friends to continue to pollute. Indeed, the Administration has placed friends of polluting industries in charge of enforcing key aspects of the Clean Air Act. The protections of the Clean Air Act must be strengthened ‚ not weakened.

   As a scientist, I believe that global warming is the most critical environmental issue of the 21st century. The National Academy of Sciences and many other experts say today's unprecedented warming trend simply cannot be explained by natural forces alone. In the 109th Congress, I have introduced the Climate Stewardship Act, a bipartisan bill to fight global warming. The bill would set a cap for heat-trapping pollution responsible for global warming, while creating a market-based system encouraging maximum technological innovation and profitable opportunities for companies to cut emissions.

   On the issue of protecting our public lands, I am working to fight assaults on our environment. I have worked with others to protect the Arctic Wildlife Refuge, one of our most magnificent and rare unspoiled ecosystems, from oil and gas drilling. For years, drilling in the Arctic Refuge has been opposed by the American public and defeated in Congress, but the Bush Administration and some in Congress continue to try to open the region to drilling ‚ despite the fact that this wildlife refuge contains only a six-month supply of oil and would not reduce gas prices or reduce our dependence on foreign oil.

   I co-chair the Climate Change Caucus, a clearinghouse for information and a forum to build support for appropriate and pro-active environmental policy. In addition, as a member of the House Appropriations Committee, I am committed to continuing to fight for full funding for programs and initiatives aimed at protecting the environment.

  It is time to put the American people first. This year, as we celebrate the 36th Earth Day, we must all rededicate ourselves to clean air protections, clean water protections, moving towards energy independence, and preserving our public lands for our children and grandchildren.

 ###            

 1 / 1


